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On Oct. 13, Carlos Lazo, of the Attorney General's Human Rights Department, told AP in a
telephone interview that the Army was responsible for the slaying of 10 peasants on Sept. 21 in the
village of San Francisco, located 30 miles east of San Salvador. Lazo said that his office has requested
the federal judge in San Sebastian to issue warrants for the arrest of four soldiers implicated in the
murders. San Sebastian's jurisdiction covers the village of San Francisco. Village residents said that
soldiers from the Jiboa battalion used rifle fire and grenades to kill seven men and three women
suspected of collaborating with the rebels. Lazo said, "Sufficient evidence exists to justify their
detention: the testimony of the relatives, the neighbors. The local and international press knows that
those who killed them were soldiers." He added that San Francisco residents reported up to eight
soldiers were involved in the slayings and that more arrests could be requested. According to Lazo,
no officers have been implicated. (Basic data from AP, 10/13/88)
-- End --
